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a river steamer and proceeds up the Indus. Certainly
a bad continuation to a bad beginning this accident.
Yet Napier had good reason to hope that whatever else
might stop his career it would not be his legs, for in the
past, though sorely tried, they had stood to him well.
As a boy at Celbridge he had, while leaping a fence, cut
the flesh from his leg in a terrible manner; a few v^ears
later at Limerick he had smashed the bone while jumping
a ditch to secure a dead snipe. Again, at Corunna, a
bullet had damaged this unfortunate leg ; and here now at
Kurachee, thirty-three years later, this rocket has another
gash at it. N"o use; he " will get the snipe " up this great
Indus river, as forty-four years ago he got it on the banks
of the Shannon.

And now, leaving this old veteran, but ever-young
soldier, steaming up the great river by whose shores he
is soon to become the central figure in a long series of
great events, we will pause a moment to review the
chapter of Scindian history which had led up to this
moment.

In the year 1836 Afghanistan lay many hundred miles
beyond our nearest frontier, and it is almost needless to
say that Eussia then lay many thousand miles beyond
.the farthest extreme of Afghanistan. Nevertheless it
was determined by the Viceroy of India and his Council
to invade Afghanistan across the intervening Sikh
and Scindian territory, in order to upset the ruler of
the first-named State, and to seat upon the throne of
Cabul a king who had long been our puppet and our
pensionary. It is of course unnecessary to add that
our puppet and our pensionary was, in return for this